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Property and Facilities Inventory 
This document is one of a series of staff reports to document important 

information about properties owned and utilized by the Town of York.  It is an 
attempt to compile and make available relevant information about properties to 

ensure the institutional knowledge is not lost over time. 
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SOHIER PARK 
 

Location:  The mainland portion of the Park is located at 11 Sohier Park Road. The 
island portion of the Park is located at 13 Sohier Park Road. Can a roadless island really 
have a street address? Apparently yes, it can. 

 

 

 

Property Name:  The name of the Park was established by the York Beach Village 
Corporation before Town acquisition.  The mainland portion of the park was given to 
the York Beach Village Corporation by William D. Sohier of Beverly, Massachusetts and 
the Park now bears his family name. 

 

Town Acquisition:  The property, as currently configured, was acquired in three 
separate transactions.  

1. The Town of York acquired the original two parcels on the mainland upon 
termination of the York Beach Village Corporation.  In Section 2 of the legislation 
that repealed the Village Corporation (L.D. 1809), it is established that ownership of 
all property of the Village Corporation was transferred to the Town as of October 15, 
1977. 

There was a vote of the Village Corporation on November 27, 1928, to lay out a road 
(probably portions of Broadway and Nubble Road) from Concordville to Nubble 
Point as shown on a plan by Mr. Sohier, and a second vote to accept the lot of land 
over which this road passes and the lot known as “The Nubble Point,” which were 
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noted as, “gifts of land.”  These parcels of land were sold by William D. Sohier of 
Beverly, Massachusetts, to the Village Corporation on May 15, 1929 and June 20, 
1929, for one dollar each. 

2. The Town of York acquired the third parcel, the island with the lighthouse and 
associated improvements, on May 15, 1998, from the United States of America. 
Voters authorized the Town to receive this property via Article 9 at the November 4, 
1997 General Referendum. The vote was 3,138 votes in favor versus 288 votes 
against. 

While the Town acquired the island and lighthouse in 1998, the Sohier Park 
Ordinance was amended only in May 2019 to expand the Sohier Park to include the 
island itself.  

 

Deed References: 

• Book 781, Page 424-425 (May 1929 deed) 
• Book 781, Page 485-486 (June 1929 deed) 
• Book 8831, Page 283-288 (1998 deed) 

 

Deed Restrictions:  Regarding the property on the mainland, both 1929 deeds note this 
land was conveyed, “upon the express condition that it is to be kept as a public park 
and used for the ordinary and usual park purposes and for no other uses, and is not to 
be leased, sold, assigned or used for any other purpose whatsoever.”  A vote of the 
Village Corporation on July 1, 1929, is informative as to the meaning and intentions of 
the deed restrictions.  The Village Corporation entered into a contract with Frank H. 
Coupe to maintain the park, and this contract allowed him to construct a house and 
store on the park property, and the Village Corporation was to receive $100/year from 
Mr. Coupe for the privilege of having that store.  From the very first summer of this 
property as a public park, the concept of having a retail establishment to provide for 
enterprise funding was found to be consistent with the deed restrictions. 

The deed for the island maintains federal authority for the lighthouse and fog horn as 
aids to navigation, and everything associated with these remains within the federal 
realm.  The Town is obligated to maintain the property in a manner consistent with 
historic preservation requirements, and must maintain the facilities which allow safe 
boat access for the Coast Guard. Public access was also a requirement of the federal 
transfer, and visual access from the mainland was found to be adequate to fulfill this 
requirement. 
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Survey and Monumentation:  A Park master plan was prepared by Richardson 
Associates of Saco Maine in or about 2004.  There is a plan note from that timeframe 
indicating a boundary plan of Sohier Park dated June 2004 by CLD Consulting 
Engineers was to be recorded.  Also, there is a reference in the Town-Fox Consent 
Agreement to a survey for the Town by Anderson/Livingston in 1998.  Copies of these 
surveys should be obtained.  

 

Regulation and Management:  Sohier Park Ordinance addresses activities in this Park. 
A copy of this Ordinances in included at the end of this Report. In addition, there are 
standards in Section 4.2.2 of the Zoning Ordinance that require, prior to any new or 
change of use, approval of the Sohier Park Committee, the Planning Board, the Board of 
Selectmen and the Town voters. 

The Municipal Parks Ordinance, newly adopted in November 2021, specifically calls 
out the voter-approved Sohier Park Ordinance in Section 7.1, and thus treats it 
separately from other newly designated parks. 

There are also provisions and requirements relating specifically to Sohier Park in State 
law, specifically in Section 7 at the bottom of Page 3 of the Special Law which 
terminated the York Beach Village Corporation, which impose additional requirements 
on this Park. 

 

Relationship to Bond Funds:  There are no bond-funded projects associated with this 
property. Most activities in the Park are funded with enterprise funds generated by 
retail sales at the gift shop. 

 

Land Use Permits & Approvals:  There is an approved Master Plan for the mainland 
portion of the Park. This was approved by the Sohier Park Committee, Planning Board, 
Board of Selectmen and Voters in the 2000 to 2005 timeframe. The Master Plan and 
associated votes and actions should be documented. A site plan associated with this 
effort is included in the Fox Consent Agreement. 

 

Other Information:   

• National Historic Register. Cape Neddick Light Station is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Reference number 85000844. 
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• Consent Agreement. There is a Consent Agreement between the Town and 
abutter Phyllis Fox regarding encroachments onto Park property, dated April 22, 
2002. A copy is included at the end of this Report. There are papers indicating the 
Board of Selectmen may have agreed to amend this Consent Agreement, and 
there is an unsigned, one-page amendment in the files in the Town Manager’s 
office. A copy of the unsigned draft is included herein. 
 

• Funding of Gift Shop Expansion. At the May 2013 Budget Referendum, voters 
authorized the Town to borrowed $150,000 from the Fund Balance to expand the 
gift shop. This was to be paid back over the following five years, with interest. It 
was fully paid back in two years because the expansion of the gift shop 
significantly increased net proceeds from sales. This approach allowed a 
significant investment to be made in the Park without needing either to save up 
enough money in advance or to seek bond funds.  
 

• Scuba Diving. Following the death of a scuba diver in the waters adjacent to the 
Park in 2020, guidance has been posted in the Park to advise divers about local 
conditions. The Sohier Park Ordinance allows and controls scuba diving in the 
Park. 
 
 

Bond-Related Restrictions No 
Land & Water Conservation Fund 
Restrictions 

Not applicable 

National Historic District No 
Local Historic District, Landmark or Site Partial (island only) 
In the Urbanized Area Yes 
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Property Deed 

 

Acquisition by York Beach Village Corporation – May 1929 
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Property Deed 

 

Acquisition by York Beach Village Corporation – June 1929 
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Property Deed 

 

Acquisition by Town from the United States of America – 1998 
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State Law That Terminated the York Beach Village Corporation 
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Sohier Park Ordinance 
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Town/Fox Consent Agreement 
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Town/Fox Consent Agreement – Unsigned Amendment 
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